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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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“And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men ot 
like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from 
these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and all things that are therein: 


“Who in times past sutfered all 


"Nevertheless he left: not himself without witness, in that he did 
good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness’ — Acts 14:15-17. 
> 


This vehement outburst from‘ 


- Paul was occasioned by the reac- 


tion of the ‘heathen’ people to his 
miracle in healing the cripple of 
Lystra. When at Paul’s command 
the cripple stood up and leapéd and 
walked, the people seeing what 
Paul had done, declared Paul and 
Barnabas to be gods and named 
Barnabas, Jupiter, and Paul, Mer- 
curius. Then the heathen priests 
would hayvé done sacrifice unto 
their gods whom they thought had 
honored them with a visit in the 
likeness of men. 


Paul and Barnabas hearing of 
this, rent their clothes and ran in 
among the people, crying out, and 


“then followed our Scripture quoted 


above. 

Notice the message — 

First, we are not gods, we are 
men. 

Second, we preach that you turn 
from the vanities (gods and idol 
worship) to the god who is (1) 
living (2) who made the world (3) 
who has’ always manifested Him- 
self to man so that men could 
know that He is God—“He hath 
left not himself without Witness’ 
—,You are then, Paul is saying, 
without excuse— you need not 


Evangelist Rolfe Barnard in -his 
. ...- CGhaplain’s uniform. , 


“Will The Lights Go 
Out In America?” 


By EVANGELIST ROLFE BARNARD 
Clayton Street Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama 


nations to walk in their own ways. 


plead ignorance. You could have 
round God. Your idol worship can- 
not be excused because the Living 
God has never left men to grope 
in ignorance of Him. 

Tnere is cause for rejoicing. in 
this fact presented here in our 
text. There is likewise plain and 
challenging warning for Chris- 
tians and an appeal to the unsaved. 


I. THE ENCOURAGEMENT 


The encouragement lies in two 
facts. 

1, God reveals Himself to man in 

every age. 

~ Always God has had a Witness 
However dark the days may have. 
been, are now, or shall become, 
man could then and can now find 
and know God. There will be a light 
somewhere showing men the way. 
There will be a magnet somewhere 
pulling men toward God. 

Time was when the light was 
not so bright as now, but time 
there never was when there was 
no light. 

Says Paul to the Romans, “For 
the invisible things of him from 
the Creation of the world are, 
clearly seen, being understood b 
the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead; so 
that the¥Y are without excuse:” 
(Rom. 1:20). 

We may rest assured that no 
age of men nor any single soul 
shall be brought to the judgment 
to whom God had not in some man- 
ner revealed Himself. - 

We shall note carefully later in 
this message that light and re- 
sponsibility go hand in hand and 
that God will hold men account- 
able only for what they know and 
could have known about God. 


But it is encouraging to know 
that God is no respecter of persons 
and hath néver left himself with. 
out a witness. | 

Men will not be able to truthful- 
ly say at the Judgment, “I did not 
know and could not have known of 
God.” 

In this day of spurious self-pity: 
in this day when personal guilt 
and responsibility are denied, we 
do well to remember that men any- 
where and everywhere are guilty 
before God: guilty because they 


(Continued on page two) 


~ A MOTHER’S PRAYER | 
I wash the dirt from little feet, and as I wash I pray, , 
“Lord, keep them ever pure and true to walk the narrow 


way.” 


L wash. the dirt from little hands, and earnestly I ask, 


Lord, may they ever yielded 
I wash the 
The place where victories are 


I serub the clothes that soil so soon, and pray, “Lord, may 


her gress . 
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-dirt from little knees, and pray, 


Throughout eternal ages be Thy robe of righteousness.” 


be to do the humblest task.” 
“Lord, may 


won, and orders sought from| 


— Barbara Cornet Ryberg 


A GOOD MAN LOST and 


A BAD MAN SAVED 


“And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted. in| 
themselves that they were rignteous, and despised otners: 

‘“!wo men went up into tue temple to pray; the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a publican. 

‘““:he Pharisee stood ana prayed thus with himself, God, 1 
thank thee, that I am not as otner men are, extortioners, un- 
just, adulterers, or even as this publican. 

‘I fast twice a week, I give titnes of all that I possess. 

“And the publican, standing afar off, would not litt up 
so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 
Saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 

“I tell you, this man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself 


shall be abased; and he that 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


>, 


humbleth himself shall be 


exalted.” — Luke 18:9-14< 


When Jesus preached and taught 
among men on earth, He found 
that there were many “which trust- 
ed in themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others.’’ To 
them He spoke this parable. lf 
He preached in America today He 
would need to preach it again! The 
kind of religion which trusts self 
and claims a righteousness. above 
others was an abomination to the 
Lord Jesus in Palestine 1900 years 
ago. He hates the same sin today 
as much. Such people are well- 
pleased with themselves. They may 
even say to God with the Pharisee, 
“God, I thank thee, that I am not 
as other men are.” But though 
such men pretend to give God the 
glory, and may say it is only by 
God’s. grace that they have become 
the righteous creatures they think 
they are, yet to them Jesus spake 
his parable! To trust in one’s self, 
that he is righteous, is a sin. And 
it is not only a sin most hateful 
to God, but most dangerous to the 


| people who commit it. Self-right- 


eousness is the most wicked of all 
sins because it covers sin, excuses 
sin. It leaves no room for peni- 
tence, which God so greatly de- 
sires, and feels no need for mercy, 
which God is so willing to give. It 
is the most dangerous sin because 
it is the one least liekly to be con- 
fessed and forsaken and least like- 
ly to be brought to God. 

This is a double sin. The man 
who trusts himself that he is right- 
eous, despises others. When lodge 
members think they are most no- 
ble in subduing their passions, and 
being good to their fellow men, 
they are quickest to call the man 
who is not a lodye member a 
“cowan.” Pharisees always despise 
publicans. And the man who 
claims “sanctification” or “holi- 
ness” is the quickest to despise 


See That Unsaved 2 


|People Read It 


The sermon in this issue by the 
editor, “A Good Man Lost and a 
Bad Man Saved” is written direct- 
ly to the unconverted. We had 
prayer in The Sword of the Lord 
office that more sinners would be 
led to see their lost condition and 
repent and trust Christ for salva- 
tion tnrough this one sermon than 
other sermon ever 


Will gee that your copy of 
paper is reed bys number of 
yu or 


~ 
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others. And I have received hun- 
dreds of letters from people who 
say they know they have “received 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost,” 
they say, because they have “talked 
in tongues,” people who have won 
few if any souls to Christ and did 
as little for their. neighbors as for 
God. Yet they criticize and be- 
mean most useful men of God be- 
cause they did not “speak with 
tongues” in the modern fashion. 
Those who trust in themselves also 
despise others. It is a double sin 
that Jesus rebukes in this parable. 

Do you trust in yourself that 
you are good? Do you feel that 
you are better than others? Then, 
to you, the Saviour brings this 
message. . 


l. A GOOD MAN LOST 


Dr. R. A. Torrey is said to have 
preached on the parable of the 
Pharisee and the publican, and 
labeled it as th@ story of “A Good 
Man Lost And A Bad Man Saved.’ 
The title is as fitting as it is strik- 


ing. Let us consider first, then, the 


good man who was lost. 


|. He really was a good man. 


We have been taught to despise 
the Pharisee.. But here we ought 
to credit this man with the high 
morality he claimed for himseif. 
Jesus, who told the story, did not 
deny anything the Pharisee said. 
And we Know that Saul of ‘Tarsus, 
who was also a Pharisee, address- 
ing other Hebrew leaders, tells 
how he was “taught according to 
the perfect manner of the law of 
the fathers, and was zealous 
toward God, as ye all are this day.” 
(Acts 22:3). And Paul wrote to 
the Philippians that he was a Phar- 
isee, “‘touching the righteousness 
which is in tne law, blameless,’’ 
Jesus used this Pharisee, in the 
parable in Luke 18, because he 
was a good man. 


This Pharisee went to church, 
and that:is in his favor. No man 
can be either a good citizen of his 
country nor a. good example to 
those about him, nor be what he 


himself ought. to be,.who..does,net..- 


avail himself of the opportunity to 
go to the house of God. It is great- 
ly to the credit of this Pharisee 
that he went up to the temple. 


And he went to pray. He was 
not like the fool who said in his 
heart, ‘There is no God.’ He was 
not like the calloused and indiffer- 
ent who do not believe in prayer. 
He was not like the profane sol- 
dier who never prays until he is 
in a fox-hole, or like the godless 
sailor who never prays. until he is 
adrift on a rubber raft. No, this 
man prayed to God, He did it reg- 
uarly and even in public. In the 
house of God he prayeu! 


(Continued on page two) 


‘And God Remembered EE 


“A teacher of theology was once, 
talking to a class of young men 
who were preparing.for the Gospel 
ministry. He gave them this wise 
advice, ‘Young men, never preach 
on any subject until it has become 
a part of your own Christian ex- 
perience or is something vital in 
your life.’ No doubt this accounts 
for the gripping power of this vol- 
ume of sermons. The author says, 
‘Each message brings to mind 
some great crisis or time of spirit- 
ual enrichment.’ 


“We have here six unusually 
readable sermons. The sermon that 
will cause most comment is: “Tears 
in Heaven.’ What a strange place 
for tears! But the author believes 
that there will be. How any Chris- 
tian can read this message and not 
be stirred to more faithful witness- 
ing it is hard to see, even if he 
does not entirely agree. Each one 


of the messages is vital and packed |. 


with Scriptural teaching.” : 
This statement comes from a 
Sunday School Times’ review on 
Dr. John R. Rice’s book, ““And God 
Remembered...” 


This helpful book of six Scrip-| 
tures — centered messages will] 
prove a blessing to the unsaved, | 


the new Christian and the Chris- 
tian worker. 3 
The first sermon, “And God Re- 


e ires. But bi aq) 
akan Bon thing He tolgets? 


You'll find it in the book. 
“Tears in Heaven.” 


> 


Strange 
| place for tears, isn’t it? Here are! 


some new ideas you really can’t 
afford to miss. They’re.all found in 
this 123 page book. 


“Behold the Man’ is a sermon - 


which portrays the humanity of 
Christ. This message will intro- 
duce you and your friends to one 
who “came not to call the right- 
eous but sinners to repentance.”’ 
Why not buy a copy for your un- 
saved friend? 

“Where is the Lord God of Eli- 
jah? will encourage you to learn 
how to get things from God by 

(Continued om page three) 
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“say in the Army, 


PAGE PAGE TWO 


‘Will The Lights Go Out In America?’ 


(Continued from puge one) 


hold down the truth they have, 
and willfully fail to avail them- 
selves of their opportunities to 
know the true Goa and the truth 
about Him. This group to whom 


’ Paul and Barnabas spoke were re- 


buked for their ignorance and idol- 
atry. Let this gerieration take heed. 
But more in this connection later. 


2. Encouragement is found also in 

the second fact: namely, God's 

plan is accomplished and His pur- 
pose fulfilled. 


The message goes out. The good 
news goes marching on. It always 
has and it always will until God 
says enough and all things are 
complete in Him. 

Genesis 1:1 says, “In the begin- 
ning God created the heaven and 
the earth’ — Paul tells us in Ephe- 
sians Chapter I that God is begin- 
ning His plan of redemption, creat- 
ed the heavens and the earth. In 
other words God’s first step in His 
great plan of redemption was to 
create a@ place where man whom 


"Me would redeem might dwell. Al- 


ways God’s great plan and will has 
been to bring man to Himself. 

Man is created — He falls — The 
Redeemer is promised in Genesis 
3:15 and from that hour on God 
has seen to it that His purpose and 
plan is witnessed to. We may be 
encouraged that God will get the 
message out. He will reveal Him- 
self, his plan and His will to man. 
Man never has and is not now left 
to grope in .darkness. The light 
shines somewhere. Nations come 
and go — wars are followed by 
more wars. Societies and civiliza- 
tions rise and crumble — men come 
and are gone — But God’s plan 
goes on. ‘his is our faith. This is 
our ground of optimism. We do not 
stake our faith on making a good 
world or establishing the brother- 
hood of man and the fatherhood of 
God. We rather take courage in 
the fact that the days will never 
come when God does not stand be- 
-hind the throttle prosecuting His 
eternal plan. 


IleTHE WARNING 


But there is a clear and ringing 

~and challenge in our text. 

Here it is: Will you listen? 

God raises up witnesses, casts 
them aside and raises up another. 
In the language of the street, ‘if 
you don’t sombody else will.’ It is 
not quite true that God is depend- 
ing on you or me to get His mes- 
sage out. It is rather true that if 
you or.I will not accept the com- 
mission, God’s plan will not be de- 
feated. He will simply find some- 
body else who will do what we 
failed to do. » 

God's message and God’s revela- 
tion will be given out, and as we 
‘period.’ 

Every Christian is called to get 
the message out. We can gladly 
and obediently do so and receive 
blessing. We can become unclean 
vessels and be put aside or we can 
refuse to pay the price of disciple- 
ship and what is the result? We 
suffer but God’s plan is not defeat- 
ed. He finds somebody ‘else. The 
message goes out, we get God’s 
Judgment, they receive God's bless- 
ing. 

I can be a soul-winner, but I 
don’t have to be. I can be a con- 
sistent, faithful, persevering wit- 
ness, but God will not make me so 
be... 

But let me warn all who read 
this, God’s plan is not to be set 
aside or defeated because you or 
I will not walk with Him 

This truth sorely needs to be 


Write a post card today for 
your free monthly copy of 
The Missionary Crusader. 
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faye. 
| up someone else to whom the bless- 


squarely faced by nations, denom- 
inations, churches, preachers, and 
church members today. 

If we don’t do God’s will, God 
will set us aside and find somebody 
else who will. This is true of — 


NATIONS 

Without doubt, from Israel until 
now nations have been raised up in 
line with God’s eternal plan to re- 
veal Himself to man. To particular 
nations from time to time God has 
handed the torch. 

Without exception they have in 
the course of time, and tor identi- 
cal reasons, been relieved of that 
torch and God has raised up an- 
other nation to whom the torch 
has been given. Israel, where is 
your glory ‘ God gave to you the 
torch. You would not be mission- 
ary. You would not remain separ- 
ated. You went a whoring arter 
other gods. You refused the Mes- 
siah. Now cast aside, harrassed, 
persecuted, how art thou fallen? 

But God was not defeated. 
Somebody else received the torch. 
‘Lhe church was born. The gospel 
was preached — nations heard it. 
Nations one by one took ascend- 
ancy, became “Christian,” corrupt- 
ed, the Gospel, took it for granted, 
decayed, rotted and died to world 
glory and leadership. But God was 
not defeated. 

Withoutj doubt, God’s hand can 
be seen in the discovery, founding 
and early shaping of America. The 
new nation took the torch from de- 
caying Kurope. From every stand- 
point, America progressed as a 
great agent of God. 


“BUT THERE IS CAUSE FOR 
ALARM AS WE VIEW THE 
STATE OF THE NATION TO- 
DAY,” 

Some questions perhaps need to 
be asked, faced and answered to- 
day. 

A few of them are: 

1. Is it true that our land is wit- 
nessing a revival of religion and 
at the same time getting ready to 
officiate at the funeral of Chris- 
tianity ? 

2. What will the answer be if 
America wins the present war in 
her Godless and unrepentant state? 

3. Will American Christianity 
have anything to offer a “Postwar’”’ 
world? 

4. Are the great revivals in so- 
called ‘heathen’ lands a herald of 
the day when God will raise up 
another nation to do what we may 
fail to do? 

d. Will they be sending mission- 
aries from, say, China, to heathen 
Americans if the Lord tarries? 

6. In short, are the lights going 
out in our land? Will God have 
to raise up another? 

Space forbids a personal answer 
to these questions’ but I submit 
they are worthy of our earnest at- 
tention and the more so when we 
remember that although God may 
want to use America, He does not 
have to. His plan must go on. He 
can find another nation to do what 
we ought to do. Remember we can 
go the way of other nations. Frank- 
ly I am almost persuaded we are 
well down that road today. . 


It Is True of a Denomination 


The history of Christianity is 
one of ups and downs in respect to 
great denominations. In one nation 
tor a time, God has used a certain 
denomination. Then that group has 
lost the torch and it. has been car- 
ried by another. God has been able 
and pleased to use the denomina- 
tion with which I am aligned to 
carry the evangelistic note to 
the world. However we are los- 
ing our tears, our zeal and 
our evangelism. Let us be warned 
that our glory is evangelism. 
All of* our achievements have 
been possible through evangelism. 
A halt must be called to our grow- 
ing formalism or it may come to 
pass that God will find anoher peo- 
ple to take our place. At any rate 
God will not be too hard put to 
raise up a new Joshua so sadly 
needed now to rekindle the fires of 


| evangelism so urgently called for 


in ad day. 


It ~" Trin of A Church 


Watch the life of a given com- 


munity for a period of years. You 
will in most cases, I believe, find 
that the church that takes her ease 
in Zion loses her place of leader- 
ship. Some other church takes up 
the torch. It is the same with the 
We had best. not get to 

point we think God’s cause 
will be lost or won as goes our war- 
God can and often does raise 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ing we might have had will be giv- 
en. It is not true that if I do not 
preach the Gospel it will not be 
preached. God wants to use me, 
but He doesn’t have to. God wants 
me to stay true to the Book. If 
not, He will raise up another to 
earnesly contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints. Thrilling 
it is on the other hand that I can 
link my hand in yours and form 
another link in the chain that 
harks back to Adams’ preaching 
until this good hour. To be num- 
bered with Moses and Isaiah and 
reter and Paul and Spurgeon and 
Moody, God’s witnesses to dying 
man. To have the glorious privi- 
lege of being among that group 
who in every age have told out the 
story of Jesus. 


lt ls True Of Any Christian 

God wants to use you to bring 
men to Christ, but if you will not 
enter in, He will pass the blessing 
on to another. How many precious 
souls Il have been privilegea to lead 
to Christ who couid have been won 
by others! I have gone to homes 
with the story of Calvary and been 
present when souls found Jesus, 
when next door lived Christians 
who could have had ‘my joy’ but 
who had not let God use them to 
be soul winners. I have won wives 
to Christ who could have been won 
by husbands. I have won children 
to Christ who should have and 
could have been, won by fathers 
and mothers. I got the joy, they 
got God’s Judgment, but the sin- 
ner got Salvation. 

When the Japs began to bomb 
China, lazy, fat, well - contented 
Christians were forced out of the 
cities into the inland and as they 
went they began to preach and 
souls heard or Christ. It took a 
war to do it but the Gospel is get- 
ting out. 

lr a Noah sins and God can’t use 
him, he will find an Abraham. I 
say that multitudes of God‘s people 
have already or are near the cross- 
ing of the divide on this matter. 
Are you on the shelf or are you at 
the tront? 

Be warned, Christian, friend of 
mine, God will be heard. If you will 
not tell of Him to others, He- will 
find somebody who will. 


lll AN APPEAL TO THE 
UNSAVED 


And now a plain, earnest word 
to any who are not saved. Our text 
has a message for you. If the ‘uea- 
then’ who were rebuked by Paul 
had no excuse, what of your posi- 
tion before God now? If in that 
day before Calvary when the light 
was not so clear as now, men still 
could have known the living God, 
what about you? 

Be warned now that while all 
men who do not have Christ will 
come to the judgment, lost, they 
will be punished according to what 
they did with the light they had. 


Think you that the man whose 
only knowledge of God came from 
his God-given conscience and the 
revelation of Creation will fare as 
badly as the man who had given 
to him the Ten Commandments? 
Or think you that the latter will 
fare as badly as the man to whom 
the Gospel has been preached only 
to be rejected? Would a good 
judge punish a chicken thief, a 
bank robber and a murderer with 
the same degree of punishment? 
You say, “Ot course not,” Then 
hear me as I say that awful will 
be the lot of him who goes to the 
Judgment today from a land where 


the gospel can be heard from most | 


radio stations and Bibles can be 
found in hotel rooms and there is 
scarce a hamlet where some one is 
not telling men of Jesus and His 
salvation. 

Men and women of America, you 
can hear the gospel if you will. 
God’s revelation is at full mast. 
Christ has come. He is the way to 
God and you have either heard 
that truth or you could have. 

It is not quite true that: the 


Church must not. expect men to 


come hear: the gospel but must 
take it to men. That is only part 
true. it is also true that men are 
commanded to hear the Gospel — 
“COME” ’is Christ blessed invita- 
tion but also his explicit command, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest,” is His word, “Come 
let us reason together” is His com- 
mand. 

“The times of this ignorance 
God winked at; but now command: 
eth all ae ae everywhere to repent.” 

Bestir yourself, lost friend. 


only for the;Gospel you hear but 


that you aould hear if you would 
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He was no extortioner. The word 
means ‘one who snatches away.’ 
Doubtless he had in mind the wick- 
ed publican who, if he was like 
others of those crooked Roman tax 
collectors, ravenously took all they 
could and were privileged to keep 
all the surplus after the minimum 
payment to the government. That 
was not the way of this Pharisee. 
He was no extortioner, taking by 
fair means and foul. 


Nor was he unjust. The word 
used here is a general term mean- 
ing wickedness, unrighteousness. 
Christ divided all men into two 
classes when He said that God 
“sendeth rain on the just and on 
the unjust” (Matthew 5:45).. In 
that sense the Pharisee was just, 
not unjust. He was classed with 
the righteous, .and not with the 
wickea. He was classed among the 
honest and not among the thieves. 
He was law-abiding and not crim- 
inal; he was a good citizen and 
not a bad citizen. No doubt he was 
a good husband and father, sober 
instead of drunken, He was a good 
man. 

He was no adulterer. He said 
so, and Jesus did not deny it. And 
this is a very great virtue. He 
revered his home. He kept his mar- 
riage vow. His wife safely trusted 
in his integrity. He was never 
smitten with venereal disease be- 
cause of a licentious life. He never 
feared the shame of exposure of a 
secret love or a shameful past. He 
was an upright, moral man, a good 
man in the sight of all who knew 
him. 

And he had a sincere zeal for 
religious things. Not only did he 
go to the house of God and there 
pray to God, but he brought his 
tithes to the temple. The firstling 
ot his flocks belonged to God. One- 
tenth of his money was sacredly 
given to the support of the priest- 
hood and the house of God. ‘l‘hat in 
itself proves a certain genuineness 
in his religion, a certain sincerity 
in his heart. We cannot trust much 
a man’s convictions when they are 
not plainly proven by his giving. 

And this man fasted twice a 
week. Many a man never takes 
time to think of God, but not so 
this Pharisee. On two days out of 
the seven he would give himself 
to fasting and prayer, spending 
much: of the time, no doubt, in 
quiet meditation on the things of 
God. He must have had a genuine 
desire to please God. He gave of 
his time and his money and reg- 
ularly denied himself ordinary com- 
forts because of his religion. We 
Have a right to call this man a 
good man. 


But a shocking truth is given us 
by the Saviour. This man, though 
good, was lost! The inference of 
the parable is that he went down to 
his house a poor lost sinner, and 


brethren of the rich man who from 
Hell asked Abraham to send some- 
one risen from the dead to preach 
to them, ever heard of Moses and 
the prophets or not. But they 
could have and will have to face 
the knowledge of God they could 
have gotten from Moses and the 
prophets had they availed them- 
selves of it. Abraham said to the 
rich man in substance, “There is 
no need to send anyone to preach 
to them. They are not left in dark- 
ness. God has His witnesses for 
them. Let them hear them and if 
they will not hear Moses they 
would not hear one sent from the 
dead.’ 

Oh my friend, my. message is 
this: you are without excuse. God 
has not wrapped His garments 
about Himself and left this world 
alone. He hath not -left Himself 
without a witness. 

Do not come to Judgment and 
have people from Sodom and Go- 
morrah accuse you with the truth 
that they would have repented if 
they had had your chance. Their 
statement will perhaps not be true 
but it will be true that you had 
more light than they. A man today 
can find God if he will. A man can 
hear the truth of the Gospel if he 
will. 

Will you make a covenant now 
and say, “I will set myself to find 
out from God’s word and God's 


® 
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had when he died he went to Hell! 
Let us see why this good man was 
a lost man. 


2. His righteousness was outward, 
not inward. 


In Matthew chapter 23 Jesus 
preached a sermon to the Pharisee 
with seven points. And each of the 
seven parts of this sermon begin 
with tne striking pronouncement, 
Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! 


In Matthew 23:23 Jesus said, 
‘‘Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe 
of mint and anise and cummin, 
and have omitted the weightier 
maatters of the law, judgment, 
matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy and faith: these ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the 
other undone.” How many strict 
tithers, even in the minute details 
of garden herbs and spices, do not 
know the weightier matters, “judg- 
ment, mercy and faith!’ No wonder 
Jesus called them “ye blind guides, 
which strain at a gnat and swal- 
low a camel.” And he continued, 
“Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye make clean 
the outside of the cup and of the 
platter, but within they are full of 
extortion and excess. Thou blind 
tharisee, cleanse first that which 
is within the cup and platter, that. 
the outside may he clean also” 
(Matthew 23:24, 25, 26). 


This Pharisee was a religious 
man, who carefully looked after 
the outward observances. He made 
clean the outside of the cup and 
the platter. But his- religion made 
no cnange on that which is inside! 
Oh, when men learn that God is 
not primarily concerned about the 
outward matters! What does God 
care if you have been circumcised, 
or if you have been baptised, or 
if you have been confirmed, if noth- 
ing happened on the inside? What 
does God care that you live out- 
wardly a moral, respectable life, a 
religious life, if it is all external? 
3. The Pharisee had not been born 

: again. 

Nicodemus, another Pharisee, 
came to Jesus by night, to whom 
the Saviour said, “kixcept a man 
be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 
Again he said, “Except a man be 
born of water and of the spirit 
(the washing of the Word of God 
on the heart and new life brought 
by the Holy Spirit) he cannot en- 
ter the kingdom of God.” (John 
3:5). And again, “Marvel not that 


I said unto ye, ye must be born 
again.” (John 3:7). 

Hear me, you good men, you 
moral, upright women; hear me, 
all you religious people. Oh, if you 
have not been born again, you are 
lost! If you have not been saved, 


if you have not been converted, if 


you have not had a new heart giv- 
en you, you are a poor doomed sin- 


ner going to an everlasting Hell of | 


torment! 

You are cleaan and righteous, 
you think? Then remember that-to 
Pharisees as a class, Jesus said, 
“Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye are like 
unto whited selpuchres, which in- 
deed appear beautiful outward, but 
are within full of dead men’s bones, 


and of all uncleanness. Even so, ye | 


also outwardly .appear righteous 
unto men, but within ye are full 
of hypocrisy. and iniquity” (Matt. 
23:27, 28). Your life may be good, 
in the sight of men, but your heart 
is bad. By men’s standards, you 
may be righteous, but by God’ s 
standards you are @ poor wicked, 
undone, Hell-deserving sinner, To 
men you appear like a beautiful, 
white marble se dene oye How beau- 
tiful and pure it looks, shining in 
the sun! But within that mauso- 
leum, maggots devour the rotting 
carcass. The once-proud face be- 
grinning skull, and the 
hair slips from the head, and a 
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horrible stench fills the place! So, 
says Jesus, is every self-righteous 
man, however religious, who has 
not really been converted, saved, 
born again! 
4. The Pharisee was really a sinner 
like everybody elsel 

How proudly he went to the tem- 
ple: There was no shame over sin. 
No sense of guilt made him mod- 


estly lower his face. He walked 


boldly to the front, for church-go- 
ing was an old custom with him 
and he felt perfectly at home, and 
in the very beginning of his pray- 
er, he prayed, ‘“‘God, I thank thee 
that I am not as other men are.” 
He did not regard himself as a 
sinner. He thought that he was in- 
finitely better than the poor pub- 
lican who siood afar: oif and felt 
so shamed and unworthy. 

Perhaps you, too, feel that you 
are not like others; but you are 
mistaken! That idea is a lie of Sa- 
tan, meant to damn your soul for- 
ever. In Romans 3:22, 23, we are 
told, ‘For there is no difference, 
for all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.” No differ- 
ence! One was a church-going sin- 
ner, who prayed, and gave his 
tithes, and tasted, and lived a mor- 
al life. The other was a poor, way- 
ward worlding, who made no 
pretense of religion, but who was 
also a sinner. I suppose that these 
two men had very little in com- 
mon, outwardly. They did not run 
with the same crowd. They did not 
live by the same rules. But both 
were born of the same wicked race. 
Both were tainted before they were 
born with the sin of Adam and 
Eve. Before they became account- 
able to God they were sinners by 
nature. After they came to know 
themselves sinners, both of them 
were sinners by choice. One was a 
down-and-out sinner, and the other 
was up-and-out; but also a sinner. 
One was a respectable sinner, and 
the other was a disreputable sinner, 
but in God’s sight there was no 
difference. Men look on the out- 
ward appearance, but God looks 
on the heart. The Pharisee was a 
sinner like everybody else. 

‘Oh, if we would only learn this 
lesson! Isaiah 43:6 says, “All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned eyery one to his own 
way.” That is the same.for all of 
us. And Jesus said to the rich 
young ruler who called Him rabbi, 
or Master, like an ordinary Jew- 
ish leader that, “There is none 
good but one, that is, God.” (Mat- 
thew 19:17). Jesus Himself was 
good, only because He was, and is, 
God. This Pharisee was not God 


and so he was not good. You, dear 


reader, are not God, and so you 
are not good. , 

The gentlest woman who reads 
this, however virtuous your life as 
wife and mother, has yet a black 
heart, dyed deep. with sin. You 
have turned away from the 
light God gave’ you, you have 
turned to your own way. 
Perhaps you have been more pro- 
tected than your poor fallen sis- 
ter, and you never had the tempta- 
tions in your sheltered life that 
she had day by day. But God 
knows in the heart that you are 
kin to her. 

The most modest girl who reads 
these lines has a human heart, 
arid the heart, we are told, “is de- 
ceitful above all things ,and des- 
perately wicked” (Jer. 17:9). If 
you have not been born twice you 
were born only once. If you are 
not saved you are lost. If you do 
not have a new heart, then you 
still have the old one, with all its 


taint of, sin. Girls go to Hell as 
quickly as boys do, and moral girls 
go to Hell as quickly as harlots, if 
they do not get born again. 

‘the most -upright citizen, the 
father who cares well for his fam- 
ily, the business man who deals 
honestly and fairly, the church 
man who gives of his money and 
attends the services and goes 
through the forms of religion may 
read these lines. You mean to do 
well. You have held yourself to a 
good standard of morality. You 
think that you are not a sinner as 
other men are. You did not steal, 
you sayi? But God looks at the 
heart where you have coveted, and 
marks it down the same. You have 
never killed anyone, you say? But 
God sees the heard, and He says, 
“Vy husoever tnoat hateth his bro- 
ther is a murderer, and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life 
abiding in him” (I John 3:15). 
You, like this Pharisee, might 
maintain that you are not an adul- 
terer. But remember that Jesus 
said, ‘““‘Whosoever looketh on a wo- 
man to lust after her hath com- 
mitted adultery with her already 
in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). You 
say you have kept the commands 
of God? The truth is you have not 
kept the very first one, to “love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind“ (Matt. 22:37). And you 
have not kept the last one, for all 
the commandments concerning 
your relations to men are wrapped 
up in this one: “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” And if 
you have broken one of God’s com- 
mands, you have broken the whole 
law of God. You are a poor sinner, 
and in this matter you are like ev- 
ery other human being on earth, 
every one who ever lived, except 
Jesus Christ alone, who was Son 
of God as well as Son of man. 


However you appear to men, in 
God’s sight you are a sinner. I re- 
member in a tent meeting in 
Bridgeport, Texas, how a lovely 
young woman of fine family. and 
character, sat in the choir and re- 
sisted all those who would urge 
her to be saved. But one night I 
said to her, “In God’s sight you are 
a sinner, are you not?” She colored 
and said with some embarrass- 
ment, “Well, in God’s sight I may 
be, but in men’s sight I am just as 
good as anybody else, and better 
than most.” Oh, but poor sinner, 
it is God who must judge you, 
through His Son, and God sees 
your heart. And in the secret clos- 
ets of your heart you are the same 
kind of sinner as every human be- 
ing ever born. All of us alike are 
brother and sister to the thief, the 
murderer, the whore-monger and 
harlot, the wayward prodigal and 
the dishonest publican. Under the 
skin, where God sees, all of us 
alike are sinners. 

This poor Pharisee who thanked 
God that he was not as other men 
are, deceived himself into Hell. I 
pray you that you will not do the 
same wicked and foolish thing. A 
Pharisee is as much lost as a pub- 
lican if he be not genuinely con- 
verted, born again. And a publican 
can be saved as easily as a Phari- 
see, if both alike repent of their 
sins and turn to Christ for mercy 
and salvation. 

If you are one of those who 
“trust in themselves that they are 
righteous, I hope you will be 
shocked into your sense by the sto- 
ry of this good man who was lost. 

I have no doubt that Hell will be 
filled up with people who obeyed 
the laws of the land. More than 
that, Hell will have millions of peo- 
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ple who attended church, who 
prayed, who were confirmed or 
baptized, people who were active 
in the churches! Good people go 
to Hell when they do not repent, 
when they do not honestly get con- 
verted, born again. 


ll. A BAD MAN SAVED 


Little is said about the publican. 
Only -one sentence describes his 
prayer. ‘‘And the publican, stand- 
ing afar off, would not lift up so 
much as his eyes unto heaven, but 
smote upon his breasts, saying, 
God be merciful to me a sinner.” 
Let us see certain facts about this 
bad man, 


|. He was certainly a bad man. 
He frankly confessed it. 


He frankly said, ‘I am a sinner.’ 
In fact, the article, used in the 
Greek is the definite article. He is 
not simply confessing that he is a 
sinner, but he said really, “Have 
mercy on me, the sinner.’’ He pro- 
bably meant that he was the very 
Sinner mentioned by the Pharisee. 
While the Pharisee thanked God 
that he was not as other men, even 
as this publican, that he was no 
extortioner ,no unrighteous man, 
no adulterer, the poor publican 
frankly seemed to confess, I am 
that very kind of a sinner.myself, 
the kind that the Pharisee is not. 
I have gone about exhorting mon- 
ey from people, snatching and con- 
fiscating here and there, under the 
guise of a tax-collector. I am a 
wicked, unrighteous man. I am an 
adulterer.”’ 

The Roman system of taxation 
was very simple, but led to great 
sin. A province would be farmed 
out by the government to a certain 
tax collector for a certain round 
net sum. He in turn farmed out the 
cities and towns to other tax col- 
lectors, for varying sums, depend- 
ing upon the population ‘and 
wealth. Each tax collector turned 
in for the government the amount 
required, but was allowed to gath- 
er for himself all the surplus he 
could get. So tax collectors were 
generally rich and generally cor- 
rupt, and universally hated. The 
worst men sought that kind of job, 
and the job made them into worse 
sinners. And this publican, this 
tax-gatherer, has come to the tem- 
ple to pray and frankly confesses 
he is a sinner. 

How many poor people had been 
robbed by this man, who hao been 
made rich by the misery of others! 
Many times, I doubt not, he had 
taken the only ox or ass of some 
poor man, had boldly, in the name 
of the law, carried out the furni- 
ture of a widow. And this poor 
publican, very likely, was guilty of 
all the sins which the Pharisee, by} 
implication, charged him with. He 
was not only an extortioner, that 
is, seizing the money and property 
of the poor as well as the rich, un- 
der the pretense of taxes, but large- 
ly for his own gain. He also was 
an unjust man, that is literally, an 
unrighteous, wicked man. The 
Pharisee had turned and glanced 
toward the wicked publican and 
prayed, ‘Thank God, I am’‘not an 
adulterer.’ Who can doubt that the 
publican was just that? Crooked, 
dishonest, adulterous, the wicked 
publican may very likely have been 
a drunkard and a blaspheming, 
profane man. All this was probab- 
ly involved in his simple confession 
that he was “the sinner.” 

If ever a@ man deserved con- 
demnation, and deserved to go to 
Hell, this man did. Where could 
you find a man who had wronged 
more people? He had been untrue 
to his own wife, it is inferred, and 
had sinned against both God and 
man. How different from the mor- 
al, religious, praying Pharisee! 

I take it that this publican felt 
very ill-at-ease in the temple. He 
had not often — nate ; sup- 
pose. I suppose he not been 
accustomed to prayer. I think that 
the times he had mentioned God’s 
name had been in cursing, like so 
many other profane men today 
who must meet an angry God for 
their sin of taking God’s name in 
vain. . 

And do you suppose that this 
ravening extortioner, who went 
about seizing other people’s goods, 
brought the tithe of his income to 
God, as did the Pharisee? Not on 
your life! He did not count him- 
self a steward of God. He did not 
feel that property was a holy trust, 
or he would not have been forcibly 

ng it from the poor. I doubt 
if he had ever bowed his head to 
thank God for the food at his ta- 


ble, How ‘far away from God he| of 


had been, living a selfish, wicked, 
unholy life. And now he comes to 


‘saved. And oh, God grant that oth- 


Fields.’ Alas, men do not like to 


the temple to pray. At first glance, 


it seems that he would surely be 
refused and that God would scorn 
any prayer he would make! At first 
glance, we would think that a just 
and holy God would turn His face 
away from one so wicked. How un- 
likely it seems that the publican 
would be blessed more than the 
upright and: religious and kindly 
Pharisee! But that is exactly what 
happened. We are told that the 
publican “went down to his house 
justified, rather than the other.” 
He went -home saved, forgiven, 
happy in the smile of God, and 
with nothing held against him! 


Let us consider why God heard 
him, and how such a sinner was 


er sinners who read may be saved 
the same way! 


2. He honestly confessed his sin. 


Here is the first lesson that any- 
one ought to learn who expects to 
meet God in peace. Proverbs 28:13 
says, “He that covereth his sins 
shall not prosper; but whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy.” Here is exactly what 
was wrong with the Pharisee; he 
did not admit he was a sinner, and 
he did not come for mercy. 

There is only one gate through 
which one may approach to God, 
and that gate is clearly marked, 
“For Sinners Only.” In hotels and 
public buildings we see doors 
marked, ‘For Employees Only.” In 
the South some cars and some sec. 
tions of street cars are reserved 
fer whites only or for colored only. 
But the way to Heaven, the way 
to peace with God, is for sinners 
only. The gospel of the Bible is a 
medicine prescribed only for those 
who are sick — those sick with 
sin. Jesus Himself said, “They that 
be whole need not a physician, but 
they that are sick’ (Matthew 
9:12). 

It is said that in ancient days 
a courtier accustomed to sit at the 
king’s table, one day soiled his 
beautiful silks and dared not ap- 
pear before the king in his soiled 
garments. Then he remembered 
that each day the noble and kindly 
king opened his door and fed at his 
table beggars from the street, all 
who were hungry and penniless. So 
the courtier laid aside his silks and 
dressed himself in the rags of a 
beggar and then was welcomed, as 
other beggars, to sit at the king’s 
table and look in his face! 


And I say unto you, dear read- 
ers, that only those who admit 
they are undone beggars, sinners, 
who deserve nothing from God but 
condemnation, only self-confessed 
sinners, I say, can have God’s sal- 
vation. Jesus Christ died for sin- 
ners and nobody else! 

This pubiican made no alibis, no 
excuses! Rather, he was like the 
dying thief described in Luke 23: 
39-43, who said, “We are in the 
same condemnation and we indeed 
justly.” He was like the prodigal 
son returning home from the hog 
pen’in failure, in rags, in hunger, 
to say, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son” (Luke 15:21). Oh, 
it is good to see sinners know they 
are sinners and confess it! That is 
the kind of people who get saved. 


The ‘Christian Scientist’ blatant- 
ly declares that there is no such 
thing as sin, that it is only an er- 
ror Of mortal mind. The modern- 
ist, denying the Bible and the 
teaching of Jesus Christ, says that 
we are all the children of God, by 
nature, that none are essentially 
wicked, and that all man needs is a 
little help, by laws and schools and 
labor unions, by soup and soap and 
security. And the lodges teach that 
men need only to subdue their pas- 
sions and develop their capacities; 
that any man by character can de- 
serve the approval of the “Grand 
Architect of the Universe,” and 
dwell forever in the ‘Elysian 


admit they are sinners. But no one| 
was ever saved any other way. You 
must confess to God you are a poor | 
undone sinner, or you must burn 
forever in Hell. .God has no salva- 
tion for anybody but sinners, self- 
confessed sinners. 

A young woman in Chicago 
heard me preach on the Christian 
Business Men’s program broadcast 
over radio WJJD from the Grand 
Opera House, some years ago. She 
wrote to tell me that she was al- 
most in despair. Other preachers, 
she said, either had not had time 
or did not know how to help her. I 
wrote her and she came to see me. 
Sitting in the hotel lobby, she told 
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be a missionary in the mountains. 
But strangely, she had seemed to 
become devil-possessed. Every kind 
of blasphemy and cursing ran 
through her mind, continually, she 
said. She was tempted to curse 
God, tempted to go out into the 
vilest sin. God seemed a million 
miles away, and she could not find 
the way to peace—could I help 
her? 

After prayerfully asking a few 
questions, I said to her, “In Bible 
Institute you were praised for your 
sweet voice, for your devotion to 
Christ. After hearing your testi- 
mony, many people told you they 
wished they could be as consecra- 
ted, as holy as you were. You took 
it upon you to preach, though the 
Bible clearly forbids women 
preachers to mixed congregations. 
Now, I do not know whether I 
can help you. It will depend alto- 
gether on your answer to this 
question. Do you realize what a 
wicked sinner you are in God's 
sight?” 

The poor girl looked at me a mo- 
ment and then dropped her face in 
her hands and began to sob. I saw 
the tears falling between her fin- 
gers. “A sinner!” she said. “I am 
the greatest sinner that ever lived. 


I ought to be in Hell right now! I..." 


wonder why God lets me live, any- 
body to whom He has been so kind 
and who has been so wigked, so 
vile, so self-willed. Yes, of course I 
am a sinner.” she said. 


“Then I can certainly tell you 
how to have peace and joy and the 
whole thing settled happily,” I 
said. And we turned together to I 
John 1:9, and she claimed and re- 
ceived the perfect cleansing and 
forgiveness promised to all who 
will confess their sins. 

Reader, nothing but sin, sin un- 
confessed, unlamented and unre- 
pented, can keep you from God and 
peace. If you want to be saved, 
then admit that you are a sinner. 
And even if you are a backslidden 
Christian who has lost your joy, 
lost the assurance of salvation, lost 
the sweet consciousness of the pre- 
sence of the Holy Spirit — then 

(Continued on page four) 


EDITOR'S ENGAGEMENTS 


August 13-27, Union tent revival... “| 


DeKalb, Mississippi. Methodist, 
Baptist, and Presbyterian churches 
cooperating, with Miss Grace Rice, 
pianist, children’s worker, and sec- 
retary, Rev. Edwards, songleader. 


September 9-17, John R. Rice— 
J. Stratton Shufelt party in Buf- 
falo, New York, union campaign. 

October 1-29, Rice—Shufelt city- 
wide campaign, Fargo, North Da- 
kota, in Civic Auditorium; spon- 
sored by Christian Business Men’s 
Committee and many churches. 

October 31- November 12 at 
Highland Park Baptist Church, 
Highland Park, Michigan; Dr. Wm. 
G. Coltman, pastor. J. Stratton 
Shufelt will help the first week. 

November 19-26 at Ft. Wayne 
Gospel Temple, Fort Wayne, Ind- 
iana. Rev. Ralph Neigbor, pastor; 
Mr. -Homer Roadeheaver, song 
leader. 

Will you pray daily for these 
campaigns? 


‘‘And God Remembered...’ 


(Continued from page one) 
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“The Exceedingly Abundantly 
Able God’ ’has already comforted 
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Veil”, showing the annihilation of 
every barrier between God and 
man and the way into free salva- 
tion, makes this an indispensable 
book for your unsaved neighbors. 
Why. not order your copy now and 
don’t forget your friends. 
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PAGE FOUR 


A Good Man Lost and 
A Bad Man Saved 


(Continued from page three) © 


what you need to do is to confess 
your sins and “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to for- 


- give us our sins and to cleanse us 
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trom all unrighteousness” (I John 
1:9). 


3. The publican had a repentant 


heart. | 


The publican did not say so, 
but he had definitely resolved in 
his heart to forsake his sin. He 
was not any good, but he wanted 
to ve good. He had lived a wild and 
profligate life, no doubt, but he 
wanted purity and holiness and 
righteousness. There can be no hon- 
est doubt that this crooked tax- 
collector planned to be a crook no 
longer. 

Did you notice that the publican, 
“standing afar off, would not lift 
up so much as his eyes unto hea- 
ven, but smote upon his breast?” 
He stood afar oft, because he ad- 


~ mitted that in his heart he was 


not near to God. He admitted that 


™ he was unworthy. There is a sense 


of shame in the way he stood, far 
away from the altar. His downcast 
eyes plainly tell us that he is sorry 
for his sin. He smote upon his 
breast in deepst contrition. This 
man hates his sins, as he confesses 
them, and his heart honestly turns 
to God for forgiveness. He plans 
to live a new life. 

In the next chapter in Luke 
(Lukel9: 1-10), we have the story 
of the conversion of Zaccheus. He 
also was a publican. He. climbed 


_@ tree where he could see Jesus as 


He came by, and when Jesus 
looked up and saw him and said, 
“Zaccheus, make haste and come 
down, for today I must abide at 
thy house,” then he hurried down 
the tree joyfully. Standing before 
Jesus, this publican said, “Behold, 
Lord ,the half of my goods I give 
to the poor; and if I have taken 
anything from any man by false 
accusation, I restore him fourfold.” 
I think that Zacchaeus did not 
mean that this course had been his 
usual practice. No, no, as soon as 


“He was converted he set out to re- 


store fourfold what he had taken 
by false accusation, and he re- 
solved that henceforth he would 
give half his goods to the poor. I 
believe that the publican in the 
temple was as thoroughly penitent, 
as Zacchaeus, honestly forsaking 
his sin. 

Levi, another publican, was con- 


verted, left all and followed Jesus | 


and became Matthew, apostle and 
author of the first gospel (Matt. 
9:9). He, too, repented. 


This is what the Pharisee did 


not do. He felt he needed no 


change; he thanked God he was 
even what he was. 
Remember that other Pharisees, 
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along with Sadducees, came to 
hear the preaching of John the 
Baptist by the river Jordan. He 
had said to them, “O generation of 
vipers, who hath warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 
Bring forth therefore fruits meet 
for repentance.” He demanded that 
these self - righteous Pharisees 
should all repent and show some 
evidence of an honest change in 
heart and life, if they were to be 
baptized. 

We are not to judge people by 
outward appearances. One who 
honestly comes to trust in Christ 
is saved. Many are saved, as I was, 
without tears. But how sweet it is 
when there is outward evidence of 
the honest penitence of heart. How 
my heart rejoices when I see the 
tears of sinners, when I see the 
trembling lips, when I hear the 
heart-broken confession of a man 
or woman who is sorry for his or 
her sin and really intends to live 
out-and-out for God. The publican 
was penitent. He not only con- 
fessed his sins, but surely he hated 
them and forsook them; 


4. The publican asked for mercy. 


Here the difference between the 
Pharisee and the publican is clear- 
ly marked. The Pnarisee presented 
his own good deeds to God; he 
needed no mercy, he thought, and 
he asked for none. The poor pub- 
lican, owning his, guilt, confessing 
his wickedness, pleaded for mercy. 

We are reminded of the differ- 
ence between Cain and Abel when 
they brought their offerings to 
God. Cain’ brought of the fruits of 
the ground. Hard toil and long 
care kept the crops from insects 
and weeds, and Cain brought the 
fruit of his labor to God. God was 
not well-pleased with such an of- 
fering, representing human right- 
eousness. On the contrary, Abel, by 
faith, brought the firstling of the 
flock. The lamb whose blood was 
shed by righteous Abel, pictured 
the coming Saviour and appealed 
for mercy. As Dr. H. A. Lronside 
has well said, there are only two 
religions; some men hope to be 
saved by their doing. Others hope 
to be saved by what God has al- 
ready done. So some come pleading 
their own merits. Some come con- 
fessing their sin but asking for 
mercy. 

Kvery sinner that ever comes to 
God must come like a beggar to 
God’s back door, filthy, unworthy, 
with no money to pay and no work 
to do to gain God’s favor, but re- 
ceiving from God’s hand,” out of 
His infinite bounty, the salvation 
and forgiveness which He loves to 
give sinners. What a sweet word 
is mercy! 

But there is more to the word 
than that. Perhaps a better trans- 
lation of the prayer of the publi- 
can would be, “God, be propitiated 
toward me.” The thought is this; 
“The sacrifice has been offered. By 
the atoning blood, which pays for 
my sin, look upon me in mercy,” 
the sinner pleads. In the Scofield 
Bible the note on this prayer of 
the publican says, “As an instruct- 
ed Jew, the publican is thinking, 
not of mere mercy, but of the blood 
sprinkled mercy seat’ .. . His pray- 
er might be paraphrased, ‘Be 
toward me as thou art when thou 
lookest upon the atoning blood.’ 
The Bible konws nothing of divine 
forgiveness apart from sacrifice.” 
God have mercy on sinners? Can 
God save a poor wicked sinner who 
ought to be in Hell? Yes, He can, 
provided Someone Else pays the 
sinner’s debt and takes the sin- 
er’s place. Aud this poor publican 
seemed to know that God has a 
Sacrifice provided, a Lamb that 
would take away the sin of the 
world. He seemed to know that in 


|| order'for him to have mercy, God 


must be propitiated, that is, Some- 
one must honestly pay for sin so 
God could righteously forgive it. 


How much the publican knew 
about the Saviour, we are not told. 
But every Jew knew that for hun- 
dreds of years bloody sacrifices had 
been offered, all of them looking 
forward to the coming of the Mes- 
siah who would pay for man’s 


sins and make a way of salvation. 


eee Se eee seas, Svea 
fessed sinner who ought to be in 
Hell, asked God, for the sake of 
His own Son that would send, to 


‘be propitiated and to look with 


mercy upon the sinner and forgive 


Him | 


—wsa—e— 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


You who read this, do you real- 
ize that it is only by the atoning 
blood of Jesus Christ that you 
could be saved? Do you look up 
into the face of God and.ask Him 
to haye mercy on you, not for your 
own sake, but because Jesus has 
died and the debt has been paid on 
tse cross? That is the-oniy way 


that God can have mercy. 


If God were to ignore sin, it 


would be wicked and unrighteous. 


If God were to let sin go py as if 
it did not matter, and forgive it 
with a nod, without exacting the 
penalty of anyone, then God Him- 
self would be a party to sin. But 
that, God could never do and never 
be. It is only by the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ that sin can be 
paid for and God, an aggrieved 
and righteously angry Goda, can be 
propitiated. God Himself provided 
that man’s debt should be paid so 
that He then ,in mercy, could save 
poor sinners. 

When Jesus died, then justice 
had been meted out. Sin has been 
punished. The honest debt has been 
paid. And on the basis of the sac- 
rifice of His innocent Son, God is 
willing to be propitiated toward 
the penitent sinner and to forgive 
him. Let us all remember that 
mercy is based on sacrifice. Only 
by. faith in the blood of Jesus Christ 
can any’sinner rightfully ask God 
for mercy. God never forgives, God 
never shows mercy, in the sense 
of saving souls, except as the sin- 
ner puts ‘his trust in the bloody 
sacrifice which pays for sin. 

How sweet it is to know that 
God is already propitiated! Jesus 
Christ has alreaady made peace for 
us! We do not need to face the 
frown of an angry God. The mo- 
ment we repent of our sins and 
look to the Lamb of God, and ask 
mercy on that basis, we shall have 
it! 

This is the reason that Jesus 
said, “I am the way, the truth and 
the life. No man cometh unto the 
Father but by me” (John 14:6). 
The only way to God’s mercy is 
through Jesus Christ. There is no 
mercy for the modernist. There is 
no mercy for the Unitarian, who 
denies the uiety of Christ and His 
atoning, substitution death on the 
cross. ‘The only mercy which is of- 
fered in the Bible is the mercy of- 
fered because of the atoning blood 
of Jesus Christ. 

A great old song says, 

“Five bleeding wounds He bears, 

Received on Calvary. 

They pour forth ardent prayers; 
They strongly plead for me.” 
“Forgive him, Lord, forgive, they 

cry, 

Nor let a ransomed sinner die!” 

Oh, the wounds of our Saviour! 
Oh, the blood poured out on Cal- 
vary, Oh, the suffering of the 
blameless Lamb of God! These are 
all my hope and all my confidence 
and assurance. I can come boldly 
to God for mercy when I remember 
that His justice has been satisfied, 
that He is propitiated, and that 
His anger has been turned away. 
His own Son, His beloved ,He al- 
lowed to pay my debt and thus I 
may righteously have His mercy 
and forgiveness! So it was that 
the publican prayed and‘so he was 
forgiven and saved. He asked for- 
giveness and mercy on the basis 
of the atoning sacrifice. He asked 
that God be propitiated toward 
him and so forgive him. And he 
went down to his house that same 
day justified. 


6. The publican received instant 


salvation. 


I am tired of hearing people talk 
about “holding out faithful.” They 
never were faithful to start with 
—how could they hold out faith- 
ful? Dr. Houghton, president of 
Moody Bible Institute, said once in 
my hearing, “People sometimes 
pray, ‘Lord, keep us humble.’ Isn’t 
that being presumptuous? Isn’t 
that taking a good deal for grant- 
ed? How can God keep us humble 
when we have never been hum. 
ble?” People are not saved by 
holding out faithful. People were 
not saved by being faithful in the 
first place. I did not deserve sal- 
vation when I got it, and I never 
will deserve it, but thank God I 
have it right now..I got it when I 
was a nine-year-old boy in the 
First Baptist Church at Gaines- 


ville, Texas, when I looked up by} 


simple, child-like faith and depend- 
ed on God to forgive me for Je- 
sus’ sake. I did not understand it 


all then; I understand a little more 


now, but not much more of the 


pec rey Christ 
for it then, and I. got it. And thank 


'God T went home as sit ws forgiven, 


born-again boy. That is the way 
the publican was saved, instantly. 
He went down to his house already 
justified. His sins were already 
blotted out. They were not charged 
against him. The blessed promise 
quoted from the Psalms by Rom-’ 
ans 4:5-8 was already true of him. 
That Scripture says, ‘ 

“But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness. Even, as David 
also describeth the blessedness of 
the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, say- 


ing, Blessed are they whose iniqui-. 


ties are forgiven, and whose sins 
are covered. Blessed is the man to 
whom the Lord will not impute 
sin.” 

You see, salvation is for those 
who do not work for it but who 
trust in Christ. And one who has 
trusted in Christ has his sins al- 
ready forgiven and already covered 
and is ‘so blessed and fortunate 
that to him “the Lord will not 
gag’ ag sin.”’ 

he very day that the publican 
in ‘ie temple asked for mercy in 
view of the atoning blood, he went 
down to his house with all his sins, 
past, present and future, laid on 
Christ; all paid for; all forgiven, 
all put behind God’s back. He was, 
in his official standing before God, 
as if he had never sinned. He was 
not only pardoned, with sins for- 
given, but he was justified, that is, 
counted just and righteous. 

Some people pray, “Lord, save 
us in Heaven.” But that prayer is 
not right either about the time nor 
place of salvation. Salvation is to 
be received on earth, not in Hea- 
ven. It is to be received here in 
time, and not in eternity, Salvation 
is yours, here and now, when you 
put your trust in Jesus Christ, hon- 
estly- turning to Him for mercy. 
That is why the Scripture says so 
often that “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life,’ or 
“He that believeth on him is not 
condemned” (John 3:18, John 3:36, 
John 5:24, John 8:47). 

This poor sinner’s prayer was 
very short, less than one verse, and 
he got up and went home already 
saved. He did not shout aloud, he 
did not linger and plead. He asked 
for mercy and got it and went 
home satisfied! 

People, speaking of ‘a _ sinner 
coming to Christ, often talk fool- 
ishly about “praying through.” 
They say that a sinner “finally got 
through,” or that he “wept his way 
to Calvary.” Such terms are un- 
Scriptural terms and are talking 
about an unScriptural doctrine. It 
does not take long waiting,. nor 
pleading, nor living on probation, 
or anything else of the kind, to get 
saved. The moment one honestly 
turns his heart from sin to trust 
in the blood of Jesus Christ for 
mercy, he is already saved. He 
may go down to his house justi- 
fied, just as the poor publican was 
instantly saved and went home 
happy. Salvation is not based on 
my doing. It is based on Christ’s 
DONE. When He died on the cross, 
He said, “It is finished,’”’ and when 
I trusted my case to Him, depend- 
ing upon the merit of His blood 
shed on Calvary, then truly, forme 
salvation was finished. I was in- 
stantly God’s child. 


Not a single Scripture indicates 
that salvation is a long process. 
Not a single Scripture indicates 
that the sinner is put on probation 
and if he holds out faithfully and 
lives a godly life he will at last 
be saved. That is not Scriptural 
language. And all the cases in the 
Bible where are clearly told that 
one was saved, indicate that the 
sinner was saved instantly when he 
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trusted. The prodigal son was in- 
stantly received when he came 
home. The dying thief was instant- | 
ly forgiven when he turned to Je- 
sus and said, “Lord remember me.” 
The woman who was a 
who wept over the feet of J esus 
at the house of Simon the Pharisee, 
heard Jesus say, ‘‘Her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven,” and - 
again, “Thy sins are forgiven” and 
again, “Thy faith hath saved thee, 
go in peace.” (Luke 7:47-50). The 
salvation of the Bible is instant 
salvation. The poor publican went 
down to his house already justi- 
fied. — 

Conclusion 


“Do you mean, Brother Rice, 
that I can this moment, sitting 
here in my chair, or kneeling, or 
standing, instantly turn to God for | 
mercy and forgiveness, and have 
it?” That is someone’s thought, I 
answer, without hesitation, Absol- 
utely yes! This very moment, if 
your heart will turn from your 
sins, and if you will look to God 
for mercy on the basis that Jesus 
has died for you and paid for your 
sins, and if you will trust that 
matter to Him right now, then the - 
very) moment you do that you are 
already forgiven and saved, al- 
ready accepted as God’s child, and 
may go your way justified and for. 
given, assured of Heaven! 


Then do it! Do it NOW! You 
know that you are a sinner. Your 
sins, if you do not repent, and 
turn to God for mercy, will send 
you to an eternal Hell of torment. 
Oh, today repent and turn to 
Christ in faith for mercy and for- 
giveness. 


If you will take Christ as Sav- 
iour, I urge you to say yes to God 
right now! Right now admit that 
you are a sinner. Admit that you 
cannot save . yourself. And then 
trust Jesus Christ to forgive you 
and save you. His blood has al- 
ready paid for all your sins. Turn 
the matter over to Him this mo- 
ment and believe that He does do 
what He promised to do. 


If you will here and now accept 
Christ as your Saviour, honestly 
turning your life and heart over to 
Him, to live for Him daily, then 
I suggest that you sign the follow- 
ing statement now. Do it honestly, 
and mean every word of it! Then. 
confess it to your loved ones and 
write and-tell me about it. Or clip 
out the statement and send it to 
me, or copy the wording on a card 
or letter. How glad I will be to re- 
ceived it! I will write you an earn- 
est letter of counsel and rejoicing, 
and tell you how to live a happy 
Christian life. 


Decision for Christ 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 
145 N. Hale Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

I have read your sermon, “A 
Good Man Lost And A Bad Man — 
Saved.” Like the publican, I real- 
ize that I am a guilty sinner who 
needs mercy. Today, here and now, 
I confess my sinful state to God; I 
believe that Jesus Christ died for 
me and wants to save me, so this 
very moment I trust Him to do it. 
I risk Him to forgive my sins and 
save my soul. I write this as a con- 
fession of my faith in Him as my _ 
Saviour and from this time forth 
I will undertake to live for Him, by * 
His grace. 


Signed 
Street and No. 
City and. State 


Date 
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